THE FOUR  GEORGES
more elapsed before it was made a felony to engage in it.
In 1833 slavery was abolished, though with compensation
to those who had property in slaves.
The legislators who were so zealous on behalf of the
slaves too often, more Britannico, forgot the miseries of
those nearer home, as Byng, to his credit, fully realized.
" 'Has Meriden Common been long enclosed?' 'Ah,
lackaday, Sir, that was a sad job; and ruined all us poor
volk: and those who then gave into it, now repent it.'
cWhy so?' 'Because, we had our garden, our bees,
our share of a flock of sheep, the feeding of our geese;
and could cut turf for our fuel. Now all that is gone.
Our cottage, as good a one as this, we gave but 50
shillings a year for; and for this we are obliged to pay
.£9 ioj.; and without any ground; and coals are risen
upon us from jd. to gd. the hundred. My cottage
with many others is pulled down; and the poor are
sadly put to it to get a house to put their heads in! ! !
Heigh ho!'
Hear this, ye pitiers of money-begums.
Hear this, ye freers of black slaves.
Hear this, ye representatives of the people.1
The middle and later years of the reign of George III
also witnessed the commencement of a reform of the
prison system and the criminal code, and much of the
credit for this must go to John Howard. The state of
affairs which existed in the earlier part of the century
has already been sufficiently indicated, and changes
occurred slowly. When George III came to the throne
no less than 160 crimes were capital felonies, and the
theft, by pocket-picking, of any article worth more
than a shilling was punishable with death. The severity
1 The Torrington Diaries, Vol. II, p. 108.
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